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ABSTRACT 

 

Fikriyah, Amaliyatul. 2019. An Analysis of the Studentsô Ability in Pronouncing 

Closing Diphthong (A Study on the Students of International Class Program 

batch 2016 in IAIN Salatiga). A Graduating Paper. English Education 

Department. Teacher Training and Education Faculty. State Institute for 

Islamic Studies Salatiga. Counselor: Noor Malihah, Ph. D. 

 

This research is intended to know the studentsô ability of English Education 

Department of International Class Program FTIK IAIN Salatiga in pronouncing 

closing diphthong.  The objectives of the research were to analyze the profile of 

studentsô mastery in pronouncing closing diphthong and to describe the dominant 

closing diphthong mispronounced by students. The methodology of this research 

was a descriptive qualitative research. The researcher used the voice recording to 

collect the data. The data is transcribed using online Oxford American Dictionary. 

Respondents were asked to read some words which consist of closing diphthong. 

In this research, the researcher analyzed their ability in pronouncing English 

diphthongs by classifying their score based on the classification of the score levels. 

Based on the data analysis, the respondentsô ability in pronouncing closing 

diphthongs was excellent. The most difficult type of closing diphthong faced by the 

respondentsô was closing diphthongs /eὤ/. From the percentage of closing 

diphthong, the lowest percentation of the correctness closing diphthongs is 70%.  

Key words: studentôs ability, pronunciation, closing diphthong 
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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION  

 

A. Background of the Research 

Language is media to express what we think, what we feel and what we 

want. Language has an important role in our life. Language helps people to 

communicate with each other. Pei (1954: 7) stated that language is probably the 

greatest breeder of friendliness in the world. He added that misunderstanding 

and suspicions are cleared away by it and people are made aware of the fact that 

after all, they are not so very different from one another as they thought. 

One of the most spoken languages in the world is English. English is a 

dominant language in all aspects of international communication. It is used as 

an international language for international affairs such a technology, business, 

education and others. Almost every part of the world people used English. In 

Indonesia, English is the first foreign language after regional language such a 

Javanese, Sundanese, Madura and national language called Indonesian. 

Indonesia has implemented English Foreign Language (EFL) teaching 

as early as possible. English has been introduced at almost all school level, from 

elementary school until university. 

In learning languages, including English, there are four language skills 

that must be mastered by people to be able to learn a language perfectly. The 

four language skills are reading, writing, listening and speaking. From those 

language skills, speaking is the most important skill. Leong and Ahmadi (2017: 
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34) stated that the learning of English speaking skill is a preference for a lot of 

English as a foreign language or second language (EFL/ ESL) learners. They 

added that language learners sometimes evaluate their success in language 

learning based on how well they have improved in their spoken language ability. 

Relating to language skills, language has three components that must be 

considered namely grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation. In speaking skill, 

if l earners need want to speak understandably, pronunciation is important. 

Pennington and Revell (2018: 1) stated that pronunciation is a much more 

important and pervasive feature of communication that is generally recognized 

and it is the crucial starting score for all spoken language since thoughts must 

be articulated in sound in order to be heard and so to become a message that can 

be communicated to another person. Similar to Pennington and Revell, Marza 

(2014: 262) argued that it is beyond doubt that pronouncing a language properly 

is a key aspect when understanding and making ourselves understood. 

To learn about pronunciation, learners are introduced with the terms 

consonants, vowels and diphthongs. In this research, the researcher discusses 

further only vowels and diphthongs. Low (2015: 29) stated that vowels are an 

important component of English International Language (EIL) pronunciation 

teaching and learning because considerable variation exists in the vowel system 

of different varieties of English, particularly EIL varieties. He added that the 

main vowel phonemes found in English namely monophthongs and diphthongs. 

All  the long and short vowel are comprising just one phonetic are called 
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monophthongs. For examples are /ὤ, iΈ, ủ, ᾈ, ὄΈ/ and so on. Diphthongs are those 

described with two symbols. For examples are /ὤủ, Ὁὤ, aᾆ/. 

In learning English diphthongs, learners often got difficulties. Harmer 

(2007: 250) mentioned some problems that faced by English foreign language 

learner in learning diphthongs. The first is what the student can hear. Harmer 

argued that some students have great difficulty hearing pronunciation features 

which we want them to reproduce. Frequently, speakers of different first 

language have some problems with different sound. The second is what student 

can say. Harner added that learning a foreign language often presents us with 

the problem of physical unfamiliarity. The last is the intonation problem some 

of us (and many of our students) find it extremely difficult to hear tunes or to 

identify the different patterns of rising and falling tones. 

Based on the researcher experience after doing an observation of 

International Class Program students in 2 semesters the researcher found some 

facts as follows: International Class Program students are the selected students 

who have some criteria to be International Class Program students such as 

having good basic in English, memorizes some parts of holy Quran  and good 

knowledge  about culture. In one year IAIN Salatiga only recruits 20 students 

to be part of International Class Program students. Selected students are to be 

prepared for gaining next study abroad for master degree and doctoral program 

or having an international job in future. For making those purpose come true 

IAIN Salatiga has several programs for International Class Program students. 

In the class and boarding, students suggested to be active in communicating by 
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English in order to students can compete for millennial era globally. In this case, 

English is very important for them, in the seventh semester the students have to 

do the teaching practice abroad such as Malaysia and Thailand to enrich their 

teaching skill because International Class Program is part of Teacher Training 

and Education Faculty of IAIN Salatiga. International Class Program students 

are also active in international events such as International seminar, conference 

and volunteering abroad that need English to be a tool of communication. 

International Class Program also has a big agenda namely ALE (Art and 

Language Exhibition). In this agenda students of International Class Program 

have to perform the Javanese classical drama using English and Arabic. When 

the researcher accompanied the students of International Class Program in 

training and preparing for ALE, the researcher found some errors in 

pronouncing diphthongs which pronounced by them so that the seniors were 

fixing their errors. Besides that, the researcher did the observation of the 

International Class Program students in pronouncing diphthongs and the 

researcher found some mistakes. For example in word cake any student that 

pronounced as /kek/, however the correct pronunciation of cake is /keὤk/ (with 

/ὤ/ in the middle of word). Another example is word say any student that 

pronounced as /saὤ/. However, the correct pronunciation is /seὤ/. According to 

that experience, the researcher initiated to analyze the ability of International 

Class Program of IAIN Salatiga students in pronouncing English closing 

diphthongs that ending in /ὤ/ they are /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ and the researcher chosen 

International Class Program batch 2016 because they are senior in International 
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Class Program that already used English in their daily conversation and also 

they have got the phonetics subject. 

For those reasons, the researcher is interested to investigate the studentsô 

ability of International Class Program batch 2016 in IAIN Salatiga in 

pronouncing English closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/. The researcher does 

hope that the result of this research can be used as feedback for the lecturers and 

students to improve English pronunciation. 

Based on the description above, the researcher formulates a research 

entitled ñAn Analysis of the Studentsô Ability in Pronouncing Closing 

Diphthong (A Study on the Students of International Class Program batch 2016 

in IAIN Salatiga)ò. 

B. Problem of the Research 

Based on the background of the research, the researcher decides the 

problem of study as follows:  

1. How is the profile of International Class Programôs students batch 2016 of 

IAIN Salatiga in pronouncing English closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/? 

2. What are the dominantly mispronounced in closing diphthong /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and 

/Ὁὤ/ by International Class Programôs students batch 2016 of IAIN Salatiga? 

C. Objectives of the Research 

Based on the problems of the research, the objectives of the study are: 

1. To analyze the studentsô ability of International Class Programôs students 

batch 2016 of IAIN Salatiga in pronouncing English closing diphthongs /eὤ/, 

/aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/. 
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2. To describe the dominant English closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ that 

mispronounced by International Class Programôs students batch 2016 in 

IAIN Salatiga.   

D. Limitation of the Research 

Based on the problem, the researcher focuses on analyzing the ability of 

International Class Programôs students batch 2016 of IAIN Salatiga in 

pronouncing closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/. 

E. Benefits of the Research 

After arranging this research, the researcher expects to achieve some 

benefits as follows: 

1.  Theoretical Benefits 

a. The researchers hope that this research can give a contribution to giving 

information on how to pronounce English closing diphthongs correctly. 

b. This research can be used for reference to phonetic subject for teacher 

and lecturer. 

c. The result of this research can be used as the references for those who 

want to conduct a research in improving studentsô ability in 

pronouncing English closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/.  

2. Practical Benefits 

a. For the Lecturers 

The researcher expects that the results of this research can help 

lecturer to teach how to pronounce English diphthongs appropriately. 
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b. For the Students 

Students are able to know their ability in pronouncing English 

diphthongs. They also can improve their pronunciation after realizing 

the ability that they measure. 

F. Definition of Key Terms 

1. Pronunciation 

According to Pennington and Revell (2009: 1), pronunciation is the 

foundation of messaging in speech through articulating words and their 

combinations in grammatical and discourse units and through projecting 

multiple facets of social and contextual meaning. 

2. Diphthong 

A diphthong is a sound composed of two vowels pronounced in 

close succession within the limits of syllable (Gordon and Wong, 1961: 14). 

G. Organization of the Paper  

Organizing the research systematically is important because it helps the 

reader to know briefly about the content of the research. It can give step by step 

how the research is arranged and written in the logical order. The organization 

of this paper is as follows:  

Chapter I: Introduction 

This chapter explains about the introduction of the research. It 

consists of the background of the study, problem of the study, objectives of 

the study, limitation of the study, benefits of the study, definition of key 

terms and paper organization. 
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Chapter II: Theoretical Framework 

This chapter explains the theory of research that is about English 

pronunciation. It consists of the definition of pronunciation, the importance 

of pronunciation, an overview of English pronunciation, English symbols, 

varieties of English pronunciation, English speech sound and problem of 

pronunciation. Furthermore, this research also provides the previous study 

about pronunciation. 

Chapter III: Research Methodology 

This chapter provides the research methodology related to the 

research. It consists of the setting of research, type of research, object of 

research, the respondent of research, instrument of research, Technique of 

collecting data and technique of analyzing data. 

Chapter IV: Research Findings and Discussion 

This chapter presents the analysis of data that collected by the researcher 

and discussion about the finding of the research.  

Chapter V: Closure 

This chapter is the last part of this paper which consist of conclusion 

and suggestion. 
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CHAPTER II  

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK  

 

A. Literature Review 

1. Pronunciation 

a. Definition of Pronunciation 

As explained in the first chapter, in learning languages including 

English, there are four language skills that must be mastered, they are 

reading, writing, listening and speaking. Also, there are three components 

to learn English, they are grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation. 

Pronunciation is one of the important components of speaking. Meanwhile, 

pronunciation is a way to say a word. In Oxford dictionary (2008: 352), 

pronunciation is a way in which a language or particular word or sound in 

spoken. Besides that, Mulatsih (2015: 295) stated that pronunciation is the 

act of giving the true sounds of letters in words and the true accents and 

quantity of syllables. Similar to Mulatsih, Yates and Zielinski (2009: 11) 

argued that pronunciation refers to how we produce the sounds that we use 

to make meaning when we speak.  

Based on these statements, in this research, the researcher follows 

the definition of pronunciation by Mulatsih, Yates and Zielinski to based 

the researcher in analysis English diphthongs. 
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b. Important of Pronunciation 

Good pronunciation is important for communicating in English. In 

communication, there are speakers and listeners who interact each other. 

Gilakjani (2016: 2) stated that a speaker has acceptable pronunciation when 

other people can understand him/her and the speakersô English is of great 

value to listen. Besides that, Burns (2003: 5) argued that it is more important 

that speakers of English to be able to achieve several aspects, the first aspect 

is intelligibility or the speaker produces sound patterns that are recognisable 

as English. Different from Burns, Yates and Zielinski (2009: 12) stated that 

óintelligibilityô itself is not a straight forward idea. They added that 

communication is a two way process and therefore what is intelligible 

depends on the listener and what they bring to the interaction is just as 

important as what the speaker says and does. The second aspect is 

comprehensibility or the listener is able to understand the meaning of what 

we said. On the other hand, comprehensibility refers to the listenersô 

perception of the easy or difficulty with which they can make out a speakersô 

meaning (Munro and Derwing, 1995: 291). The last aspect is interpretability 

or the listener is able to understand the purpose of what is said. 

c. An Overview of Englis Pronunciation 

In the production of sound, English pronunciation has various 

features that make up the production of English sound. Burn (2003: 5) stated 

that pronunciation refers to the phonology of the language or the meaningful 

perception and production of the sounds of that language and how they 
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impact on the listener. The various features that make up the production of 

sounds in English are illustrated below:   

Picture 2.1 Features of English Pronunciation 

 

       (Source: Burns, 2003: 6) 

d. English Symbols 

There are two symbols in notation symbol, they are phonemic and 

phonetic symbol. 

1) Phonemic Symbol 

According to Yoshida (2013: 22), symbols that represents the 

phonemes of language are called phonemic symbols. Rachael and 

Knight (2012: 9) argued that phonemes are smallest units that can make 

a meaning difference in a language, but they occur in slightly different 

forms depending on their environment (the other sounds around them 

and factors such as stress and their position in the syllable). Phonemic 

symbols are written with slash marks around them: /s/. Different from 

Rachael and knight, Gut (2009: 8) argued that the slashes / / indicate the 
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speakersô knowledge or mental representation is referred to; this is what 

phonology deals with. In his score of view, he did not argue that slashes 

are not phonetic or phonemic symbol. Based on the arguments the 

researcher used Rachael and knightôs argument that slashes are mark of 

phonemic symbols. 

2)  Phonetic Symbol 

According to Yoshida (2013: 22), symbol that represents the 

allophones (variations of a phoneme that are still heard to be the same 

sound) of language are called phonetic symbols. Yoshida added that the 

phonetic symbols are written with brackets around them: [s] and 

phonetic symbols are intended to represents smaller, more exact 

variations of sound than phonemic symbols. Different from Yoshida, 

Gut (2009: 8) argued that the square brackets [ ] indicate that an actual 

sound is being talked about, which is what phonetics is concerned with. 

For example [p], [pᾪ] and [p ] are allophones of the phoneme /d/ in 

English. In other word, Gut argued that square brackets are not 

phonemic or phonetic symbol. Based on the arguments the researcher 

used Rachael and knightôs argument that square brackets are mark of 

phonetic symbols.  

In phonetics symbol, any symbol called International Phonetic 

Alphabet (IPA). Dobrovolsky and Katamba (2011: 16) stated that the 

IPA has been involving since 1888. This system of transcription (IPA) 

attempts to represent each sound of human speech with a single symbol. 
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About the symbol of IPA, Dobrovolsky and Katamba added that IPA 

symbols are enclosed in brackets [ ] to indicate that the transcription is 

phonetic and does not represent the spelling system of a particular 

language. 

Another kind of phonetic alphabet is ARPAbet. However, it is 

specifically designed for American English and which uses American 

Standard Code for Information Interchange (ASCII) symbols; it can be 

thought of as a convenient ASCII representation of an American English 

subset of the IPA (Jurafsky and Martin, 2007: 2).  

The examples of consonants IPA and ARPAbet are shown in 

table 2.1. 

    Table 2.1 List of IPA and ARPAbet consonants 

ARPAbet Symbol IPA Symbol Word 

[p] [p] parsley 

[t]  [t]  tea 

[k]  [k]  cook 

[b] [b] bay 

[d] [d] dill  

[g] [g] garlic 

[m] [m] mint 

[n] [n] nutmeg 

[ng] [Ǽ] baking 

[f]  [f]  flour 
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[v]  [v]  clove 

[th] [ɗ] thick 

[dh] [ð] those 

[s] [s] soup 

[z] [z] eggs 

[sh] [ώ] squash 

[zh] [ᾎ] ambrosia 

[ch] [ᾣ] cherry 

[jh]  [ᾠ] jar 

[l]  [l]  licorice 

[w]  [w]  kiwi 

[r]  [r]  rice 

[y]  [j]  yellow 

[h] [h] honey 

     Source: Jurafsky & Martin, (2007: 33) 

Not only consonants, but also there are  IPA and ARPAbet 

in vowel as listed in table 2.2. 

          Table 2.2 List of IPA and ARPAbet vowels 

ARPAbet Symbol IPA Symbol Word 

[iy] [i]  lil y 

[ih] [ὤ] lily 

[ey] [eὤ] daisy 
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[eh] [ὑ] pen 

[ae] [ ] aster 

[aa] [ὄ] poppy 

[ao] [Ὁ] orchid 

[uh] [ᾆ] wood 

[ow] [oᾆ] lotus 

[uw] [u] tulip 

[ah] [ᾈ] buttercup 

[er] [ὓ] bird 

[ay] [aὤ] iris 

[aw] [aᾆ] sunflower 

[oy] [oὤ] soil 

           Source: Jurafsky & Martin, (2007: 34) 

Based on the varieties of the pronunciation symbols, the 

researcher used phonemic symbol as the symbol of pronunciation in 

this research. 

e. Varieties of  English Pronunciation 

There are many English pronunciation varieties in the world. 

However, the are two accents that are most often used as models in 

pronunciation, they are BBC pronunciation or Received Pronunciation and 

General American English (Yoshida, 2013: 25; Metruk, 2016: 44). Received 

Pronunciation (RP) usually called as British English and General American 

English (GA) usually called as American English. 
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Yoshida added that standard American English is the form of 

English spoken in the United States and Canada by Educated speakers and 

most TV or radio announcers. The Received Pronunciation (RP) has long 

been considered the standard form of British English pronunciation based 

on educated speech in southern England. 

The examples of RP and GA are shown in table 2.3 below: 

Table 2.3 Symbols of English RP and GA 

WORD RP Symbols GA Symbols 

kit ὤ ὤ 

dress ὑ ὑ 

trap ὄ  

fleece iΈ iΈ 

face eὤ eὤ 

    (Source : McMahon 2002: 70)  

Based on the researcher observation, International Class Program 

students used American English in their daily conversation. Therefore, the 

researcher used American English accent in this research.  

f. English Speech Sound 

According to Silalahi (2016: 165), English speech sounds consist of 

consonants and vowels. 

1) Consonants 

According to Rachael and Knight (2012: 9) consonants are 

sound made with a lot of constriction in the mouth, so that the air 
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coming up from the lungs get squashed. Roach (2009: 21) argued that 

when people make sound and it can be clearly felt that people making 

it difficult or impossible for the air to pass through the mouth it should 

be called consonants. 

In consonants, any term called consonant clusters. Yoshida 

(2013: 42) argued that consonant clusters are groups of two or more 

consonant sounds in a row. Yoshida added that consonant clusters in 

English can occur at the beginning, middle or end of words and there 

are restrictions on how many consonants can occur in a particular 

position and which consonants can occur together. For examples are 

/sk/ as in sky, /pl/ as in play and /spr/ as in spring  are all possible 

consonant combinations at the beginning of a word in English but /sd, 

/fp/ and /zpr/ are not. There just arenôt any words that start with those 

combinations of sounds.  

From the sound production side English has 25 consonants (see 

table 2.4). The 25 consonants are /p/, /b/, /t/, /d/, /k/, /g/, /f/, /v/, /ɗ/, /Ħ/, 

/s/, /z/, /ώ/, /ᾎ/, /h/, /t/, /tώ/, /dᾎ/, /m/, /n/, /Ǽ/, /l/, /r/, /w/,/hw/. However, 

most English speakers did not use /hw/ as a separate phoneme. They 

use /w/ instead.  

        Table 2.4 List of English Consonants 

Example Symbol Example Symbol 

pot /p/ shop /ώ/ or /ġ/ 

book /b/ beige /ᾎ/ or /ģ/ 
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take /t/ house /h/ 

dog /d/ chip / ᾣ/ or /ļ/ 

cat /k/ jump /ᾠ/ or /ἁ/ 

good /g/ man /m/ 

fun /f/ now /n/ 

very /v/ sing / Ǽ/ 

thick /ɗ/ lamp /l/ 

then /ð/ road /r/ 

sun /s/ win /w/ 

zoo /z/ you /y/ or /j/ 

(why) (/hw/) 

Most speakers of english donôt 

use /hw/ as a separate phoneme. 

They use /w/ instead. 

Source: (Yoshida, 2013: 30) 

2) Vowels 

According to Gordon and Wong (1958: 10), many attempts have 

been made to define a vowel. One definition highlight the function of a 

vowel in syllables: a vowel is a defined as a speech sound constituting 

either a syllable, or the center of heart of syllable. The other definition 

calls attention to the manner in which a vowel is produced: a vowel is 

formed without stopping the outgoing breath stream or impending it in 

such a way as to produce extraneous noise elements. Senam (2017: 31) 

defined that vowel sounds are speech sounds that are produced without 



19 
 

any audible obstruction of the airstream from the lungs and other speech 

articulators. 

According to Rachel and Knight (2012: 64), there are two types 

of vowels in English are either like the óheedô type, which is called as 

monophthongs, or like óhideô type, which is called as diphthongs. 

a) Monophthongs  

According to Rachel and Knight (2012: 64), monophthongs 

are a single sound, with the articulators in one position throughout 

and therefore no change in the sound quality. Different from Rachel 

and Knight, Yates and Zielinski (2019: 54) used term of 

monophthongs as single vowels. Yates and Zielinski added that 

single vowels can be described in terms of how long they are, as well 

as the position of our tongue and the shape of our lips when we say 

them. 

There two kinds of monophthongs or single vowels, they are 

short and long vowel (see table 2.5.). McCully (2009: 223) stated 

that a short vowel is a simple (non-complex) vocalic segment 

occurring within the nucleus of a syllable, and long vowels are 

vowels associated with two X-slots within the syllabic nucleus.  

         Table 2.5 List of Short and Long Vowels 

Single Vowels 

Short Long 

ὤ - bin ὤ: - see 

e ï pen ὄ: - heart 
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 - man Ὁ: - four 

ᾈ - fun ᾆ: - blue 

ὅ - hot ὒ: - bird 

ᾆ - look  

ủ ï about  

 (Source: Yates and Zielinski, 2019: 54) 

b) Diphthongs  

According to Kelly (2004: 34), diphthong is the combination 

of vowel sounds. Different from Kelly, Ramelan (1977: 81) 

mentioned that a diphthong is kind of vowel sound with a special 

feature, that is there is deliberate glide made from one vowel 

position to another vowel position and which is produced in one 

syllable. 

According to Roach (1991: 20), the total number of 

diphthongs is eight. The easiest way to remember them is in terms 

of three groups that divided in diagram 2.6: 

Diagram 2.1 Groups of English Diphthongs 

     DIPHTHONGS 

 

 centring    closing  

ending in ủ  ending in ὤ ending in ᾆ 

 

 ὤủ              eủ       ᾆủ           eὤ      aὤ     Ὁὤ eᾆ  aᾆ 

(Source: Roach, 1991: 20) 
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(1) Centring Diphthongs 

According to Ramelan (1998: 98), the English centring 

diphthong is diphthongs that the second vowel is more center 

than the first vowel. List of centring diphthongs with their 

characteristics and examples are shown in table 2.6. 

Table 2.6 List of Centring Diphthongs 

Diphthongs Characteristics Example 

ὤủ 

The glides begins in the position for 

/ὤ/, moving down and back towards 

/ủ/. The lips are neutral, but with a 

small movement from spread to 

open. 

beer 

/bὤủ/ 

beard 

/bὤủd/ 

fear 

/fὤủ/ 

ᾆủ 

The glides begins in the position for 

/ᾆ/ moving forward and down 

towards /ủ/. The lips are loosely 

rounded, becoming neutrally spread. 

sure 

/ώᾆủr/ 

moor 

/mᾆủ/ 

tour 

/tᾆủ/ 

eủ 

The glides begins in the position for 

/e/ moving back towards /ủ/. The lips 

remain neutrally open. 

cairn 

/keủn/ 

Source : Kelly (2000: 35) 
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(2) Closing Diphthongs 

According to Ramelan (1999: 84), closing diphthong is 

diphthongs that the second vowel is closer than the first vowel. 

Kelly (2000) grouped closing diphthongs based on the ending 

sound of /ὤ/ and /ᾆ/ as shown in table 2.7 and 2.8 

(2.a) Closing Diphthongs ending /ὤ/ 

Table 2.7 List of Closing Diphthongs Ending /ὤ/ 

Diphthongs Characteristics Example 

eὤ 

The glides begins in the position for 

/e/ moving up and back towards /ὤ/. 

The lips are spread. 

cake 

/keὤk / 

way 

/weὤ/ 

say 

/seὤ/ 

Ὁὤ 

The glides begins in the position for 

/ὉΈ/ moving up and back towards /ὤ/. 

The lips start open and rounded, and 

change to neutral. 

toy 

/tὉὤ/ 

avoid 

/ủ῁vὉὤd/ 

enjoy 

/ὤnᾠ̈͂Ὁὤ/ 

aὤ 

The glides begins in open position 

btween font and centre, moving up 

and slightly forward towards /ὤ/. The 

high 

/haὤ/ 

tie 
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lips move from neutal, to loosely 

spread. 

/taὤ/ 

buy 

/baὤ/ 

Source : Kelly (2000: 35) 

(2.b) Closing Diphthongs ending /ᾆ/ 

Table 2.8 List of Closing Diphthongs Ending /ᾆ/ 

Diphthongs Characteristics Example 

ủᾆ 

The glides begins in the position for 

/ủ/, moving up and back towards /ᾆ/. 

The lips are neutral, but change to 

loosely rounded. 

go 

/gủᾆ/ 

snow 

/snủᾆ/ 

toast 

/tủᾆst/ 

aᾆ 

The glides begins in the position quite 

similar to /ὄΈ/ moving up and back 

towards /ᾆ/. The lips start neutral, 

with a movement to loosely rounded. 

The glide is not always completed, s 

the movement involved is extensive.  

house 

/haᾆs/ 

loud 

/laᾆd/ 

down 

/daᾆn/ 

     Source : Kelly (2000: 36) 

Based on some students mistakes in pronouncing diphthong 

as explained in first chapter (page 4) so that the researcher only 
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concern discussing the research on closing diphthong /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and 

/Ὁὤ/. 

3) Problems of English Pronunciation 

English which is well known as International language, also has 

some difficulties. People who learn to speak English will figure out that 

learning process is not easy as they think because in English there are 

several aspects that need to be comprehended, such a grammar, vocabulary, 

intonation, pronunciation and stress. If someone wants to learn a foreign 

language he will obviously meet with all kinds of learning problem. These 

difficulties have to do with the learning of the sound system, the learning of 

the new vocabulary items and the learning of the unfamiliar ways of 

arranging the foreign words into sentence (Suryatiningsih, 2015: 6). In this 

treatment the researcher will focus the attention only on the problems 

concerned with pronunciation. 

According to Risdianto (2017: 29), the Indonesian people learning 

foreign language, especially English will find problem in many aspects. 

They will recognize new vocabularies, sound system and etc. He argued that 

one of problems that will interrupt them is pronunciation. Not only for 

Indonesian but also all of foreign learners face this condition. 

Different from Indonesian which is the way of reading is similar to 

writing, English has own rule because Indonesian and English have different 

ways to pronounce their alphabets. Gebhardt (2011: 3) stated that English is 

not a phonetic language which is the principel reason why it is difficult to 
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write and pronounce English words. Although there are 26 letters in English 

alphabet, the sounds that may be produced are almost double than that 

number. One of difficulties in learning pronunciation is English words. As 

a result, making errors in pronouncing English as foreign language is 

considered as a common and natural phenomenon in the early stage of 

foreign language learning process (Nurani and Rosyada, 2015: 119).   

According to Sumbayak (2009: 108), she found out some diphthong 

problems that found by some experts. The first is Kelly (2000: 9) stated that 

scores out some typical difficulties of English learners in producing vowels 

and diphthongs. Centring and closing diphthongs seem to be the most 

difficult ones to be produced by many speakers of other language. The 

second is for Indonesian speakers, AGPS (1986) mentioned that there are 

possibilities for the learners to have problems in diphthongs which are not 

found in Indonesian: /ὤủ/, /ᾆủ/, /eὤ/, /eủ/ and /oᾆ/. On the other hand, he 

argues that due to the familiarity to the sound, Indonesian speakers should 

not have difficulties with three diphthongs that appears in Indonesian: /Ὁὤ/, 

/aὤ/ and /aᾆ/. The last is Yong (2001) claimed that for Indonesian speakers, 

English diphthongs are likely realised as pure vowels which might be 

uttered in long and short forms. Therefore, diphthong is one of the most 

problematic features in pronunciation for speakers of other languages.  

B. Previous Research 

There are some researches that relevant to my research which analyze 

student or people ability in English pronunciation. The first is research of 
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Astutik (2017), from IAIN  Salatiga. In her research, the objectives of the 

research were to analyze the profile of studentsô mastery in pronouncing vowel 

/æ/, /ᴅ/ and /ὒ/ and to describe the dominant vowel mispronounced by students. 

The methodology of this research was a descriptive quantitative study. The 

writer used an audio recording of each respondents' recording to get the data. 

Respondents were asked to read some words which consist of vowel/æ/, /ᴅ/ and 

/ὒ/. Based on the data analysis, the respondents' ability in pronouncing vowel 

/æ/, /ᴅ/ and /ὑ/ was good. The most difficult type of vowel /æ/, /ᴅ/ and /ὑ/ faced 

by the respondents' was vowel /ᴅ/. From the computation, 45.83% of the 

respondents were incorrect in pronouncing it. The problems encountered by the 

respondents in pronouncing vowel /æ/, /ᴅ/ and /ὑ/ may be caused by their lack 

of knowledge of the pronunciation of vowel /æ/, /ᴅ/ and /ὑ/. ὤt is also possible 

that they know the theory well, but they are not able to practice it orally. 

The second work is conducted by Razak (2010) her research aimed to 

find out what vowel sounds are difficult to be pronounced by the students and 

what factors make the students difficult to pronounce the English vowel at the 

third year of SMAN 1 Pitumpanua Wajo regency. ὤt employed a descriptive 

method that consisted of two kinds of instruments, there was an oral test that 

consisted of 30 items and questionnaire that included 10 items. The subjects of 

the research were the third year students of SMAN 1 Pitumpanua Wajo Regency 

in the academic year 2009-2010 namely class XII  1 IPA that consisted of 30 

students. The data were collected through questionnaire and the oral test and 

were analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively. The result of the research 
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showed that the students of SMAN 1 Pitumpanua Wajo Regency got some 

English vowel difficult to pronounce,  The English vowel sound which difficult 

to pronounce by the students are: /i:/,  /u:/, /ᴅ/ and  /ȿ/. The result of the research 

through questionnaire showed that the factor made the students of SMAN 1 

Pitumpanua Wajo Regency difficult to pronounce the English vowels are: first 

is they were confused with the pronunciation, and second they were not serious 

in attending the class. 

The third is the research by Sudrajat (2016). His research analyses 

English pronunciation based on the student speech community. This research 

aimed to find which speech sounds that are correctly and not correctly 

pronounced by the student speech community. The design of this research was 

a case study in the form of qualitative research design with two subjects which 

were a man from Mee speech community and a woman from Javanese speech 

community. The subjects were chosen since they had a distinctive feature which 

is an ethnic accent and could actively speak English. The technique of eliciting 

the data of this reseach, the recorder and dictionaries such as Cambridge 

application and Oxford online dictionary were use to record the subject 

utterance and transcribe it into phonetics symbol. The principle of contrastive 

analysis was used to analyze the data of this research. As the findings, the 

speech sounds /ὤ/, /ᾈ/, /ὄΈ/, /ᴅ/, /uΈ/, /ὒΈ/, /eὤ/, /aὤ/, /Ὁὤ/, /ɗ/, /ώ/, /n/, /z/, /r/, /ᾠ/, and 

/f/ were not correctly pronounced by Mee subject. Then, speech sounds /eᴅ/, 

/ᴅᾆ/, /ð/, /ώ/, /ᾎ/, /z/, /ᾠ/, /d/, /b/, and /g/ were not correctly pronounced by 

Javanese subject. Next, there was 43 speech sounds correctly pronounced by 
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Mee subject. Different from that, 43 speech sounds were correctly pronounced 

by Mee subject and 43 speech sounds from Javanese subject, excluding /ᾆᴅ/ 

which was not found in any mee subject's utterance and /Ὁὤ/ in Javanese subject. 

In conclusion of this research is the influence of the speech community in 

English pronunciation was strong enough. The errors and dissimilarities 

between two languages that led to negative transfer supported the incorrect 

pronunciation. The otherwise, language exposure and similarities between two 

languages that led to positive transfer supported the correct pronunciation. 

The three types of research above are related to research of the 

researcher that is analyzing pronunciation ability in English. Similarly, the three 

types of research above and my research focus on analyzing students 

pronunciation ability when they are pronouncing English. Furthermore, the 

differences exist in the scope of study and the subject of research. The first 

research analyzes the student ability in pronouncing some vowels made by the 

student of IAIN  Salatiga, the second research analyzes the difficulties in 

pronouncing the English vowel made by UIN Alauddin Makassar and the last 

is research analyzes English pronunciation consonants and vowels made by the 

student of UMM Malang. The three types of research analyze about English 

pronunciation of vowel and diphthong. 

In contrast, research of the researcher analyzes student ability in 

pronunciation which focuses on nine English diphthongs, and the subjects are 

Students of ὤnternational Class Program batch 2016 of  IAIN  Salatiga. 
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CHAPTER III  

METHOD OF RESEARCH  

 

A. Setting of Research 

The researcher was conducted this research at IAIN Salatiga that located 

in Lingkar Selatan street, Pulutan, Sidorejo, Salatiga city on July 2019- Agustus 

2019.  

B. Type of Research 

This research is qualitative research. Creswell (2009: 4) argued that 

qualitative research it means for exploring and understanding the meaning 

individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human problem. In this research the 

researcher used descriptive qualitative method to search the data of the objective 

of research that is to describe the studentsô ability in pronouncing diphthongs 

/eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/. Bogdan and Taylor (1992: 21) stated that qualitative research 

is research procedure that produces descriptive data including: speech, writing, 

or action which are able to observed from the subject themself. The data of this 

research are explained not with numbers but with sentences.  Moeloeng (2012: 

11) argued that the collected data are included words, pictures and those things 

are not numbers. 

Based on the explanation, this research tries to know how the studentsô 

ability in pronouncing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ used descriptive qualitative 

research. This research is also used to identify the errors made by the students 

of the International Class Program of IAIN Salatiga batch 2016. 



30 
 

C. Object of Research 

The object of this research is pronunciation of English closing 

diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/. As explained in chapter 1, the researcher chose 

English diphthongs because researcher found some mispronunciations of 

English words by International Class Program students in her observation and 

the researcher chose closing diphthong /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ because those 

diphthongs are the common mispronounce diphthongs that pronounced by 

International Class Program students. Besides that, the researcher also found 

some research that discussing problems in pronouncing diphthongs. These 

research are: the first is the journal of Suryatiningsih (2015). This journal is 

about analyzing students ability in pronouncing all of kind of diphthongs. 

However, one of diphthongs which got low score is /aὤ/. Another research is 

thesis from Siulani (2018). This thesis is about Indonesian Studentsô 

pronunciation of diphthongs /eὤ/,/ὤủ/ and /ᾆe/. It has been explained in chapter 

II that there are several kinds of diphthongs. Therefore, the researcher made 

research about students ability of International Class Program IAIN Salatiga in 

pronouncing English closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/. 

D. Respondent 

Moeloeng (2012: 6) stated that qualitative research is the research that 

intended for understanding a phenomenon about what is happening to research 

subject. The respondent of this research is students of International Class 

Program batch 2016 of  IAIN Salatiga. As explained in the chapter 1, the 

researcher chose the International Class Program students because English is 
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their daily conversation language so that they must be fluent in English and also 

they used American English in their daily conversation. Therefore, English 

closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ are commonly used by them. In 

International Class Program batch 2016 there are three majors, they are English 

Education Department, Arabic Department and Islamic Department. In this 

research researcher chose English Education Department of International Class 

Program because they have got phoneticsô subject before. There are six students 

who came from English Education Department in this class. Therefore, to make 

the research is focus and more accurate so that the researcher chose English 

Education Department of International Class Program. 

Here are the student names of English Education Department of 

International Class Program IAIN Salatiga batch 2016 that shown in table 3.1. 

Table 3.1 List of Respondents of Research 

Name NIM  

SAM KKI - 23030160029 

BCU KKI - 23030160081 

BSM KKI -23030160123 

HUM KKI -23030150141 

MSJ KKI - 23030150197 

KA KKI -23030160199 
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E. Instrument  of the Research 

According to Sugiyono (2009: 222), in qualitative research which being 

instrument or instrument tool of the research is the researcher him/herself. 

Sugiyono added that the researcher is the key of research, it means that 

researcher is the key of instrument in qualitative research. Therefore, reseacher 

makes instrument of this research by him/herself.  

In this research, the researcher got the data by using some pronunciation 

tests with English words that contained of English diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/, /Ὁὤ/ and 

a recorder. Both of them are used researcher to gain the data. 

F. Technique of Collecting Data 

According to Sugiyono (2016: 224), collecting data technique is the 

most strategic step to do research, because the main purpose of the research is 

to find data. Without knowing collecting data technique the researcher will not 

get the standard data which is reliable.  

In collecting data, the researcher used some steps. The first was the 

researcher prepared the material that is 30 English words which contained of 

English closing diphthongs (10 /eὤ/, 10 /aὤ/ and 10 /Ὁὤ/) that shown in table 3.2. 

Table 3.2 List of Words Closing Diphtongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ 

Diphthong /eὤ/ Diphthong /aὤ/ Diphthong /Ὁὤ/ 

play kind destroy 

raise flight point 

steak pride noise 

nature height voice 
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paper climb employ 

rain eye join 

break title oil 

delay life annoying 

afraid ride boy 

neighbor sign choice 

 

These words are pronounced by six students of English Education 

Department International Class Program. The second step was asking the 

students to pronounce the words and record their pronunciation. The researcher 

was done the research out of the class to make natural situation without any 

pressure. The natural condition made studentsô pronounce the words naturally. 

The last step was researcher listened to the record of students pronunciation 

carefully and made transcription data with writing down what students 

pronounced. 

G. Technique of Analyzing Data 

In Analyzing data, researcher took some steps. They are: 

1. The researcher listened to the result of the respondentsô pronunciation and 

made data transcription. 

2. The researcher made category of the studentsô pronunciation based on the 

correct and incorrect pronunciation. The researcher used online Oxford 

American Dictionary as a standard pronunciation to decide whether the 

studentsô English diphthongs pronunciation is correct or not because the 
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researcher has explained in chapter 2 that this research used phonemic 

symbol and American English as pronunciation standard that is suitable to 

online Oxford American Dictionary. 

3. The researcher checked the studentsô ability and errors in pronouncing 

English diphthongs by identifying their pronunciation based three kinds of 

closing diphthongs ending /ὤ/, there are: /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/.  

4. The researcher got the data by calculating students correct and incorrect 

pronunciation by scoring the test. Dealing with scoring, each correct 

pronunciation in every word was scored 10, while the incorrect 

pronunciation was scored zero. And the total of score will divide by 3. 

Thus the total score of the test was 100. In this research, the researcher did 

the sum of score in order to know classification score level of students. 

5. After identify studentsô score, the researcher made classification of the 

score levels. There are : 

Scores Classification 

81 ï 100 Excellent 

61 ï 80 Good 

41 ï 60 Fair 

21 ï 40 Poor 

0 ï 20 Very poor 

(Adopted from Avicinna, 2007 in Suryatiningsih 2015) 
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6. The researcher found the dominant mispronounced of studentsô 

pronunciation that produced by the students by made percentage. The 

percentage by using the formula below: 

E =    x 100% 

In which : 

E  : The percentage of the studentsô achievement in test 

n  : The total score of student of each item 

N  : the total maximum possible score of each item  

(Adopted from Lina, 2005: 27 in Suryatiningsih 2015: 8) 

7. The researcher made the conclusion and suggestion based on the data 

analysis. 
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CHAPTER IV  

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. Research Findings 

In this chapter, the researcher started to analyze the data. The researcher 

transcribed the studentsô pronunciation based on the online Oxford American 

Dictionary. The researcher divided studentsô ability and studentsô errors in 

pronouncing English closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ into two groups there 

are the correct and incorrect pronunciation. The next step was the researcher 

used the percentage descriptive analysis to count the correct and incorrect words 

that pronounced by students. The last step was the researcher interpreted the 

result of the data analysis. Those interpretations were used to answer the 

question of what kinds of the correct and incorrect pronunciation of  English 

closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ that pronounced by students. Therefore, the 

researcher was able to know the ability of English Education Department 

students of International Class Program batch 2016 IAIN Salatiga in 

pronouncing English closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/. 

The researcher has recorded the respondentsô pronunciation of  English 

closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ one by one in different time and places. The 

researcher recorded their voice in recorder then they read the words one by one.  

The scores that gained from studentsô test are shown in table 4.1.  
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Table 4.1 The Respondentsô Score  

Name Score 

SAM 87 

BCU 87 

BSM 63 

HUM 93 

MSJ 87 

KA 90 

Ɇ 507 

 

Based on table 4.1 it can be seen there was one student who had the 

highest score that was 93, one student who got the lowest score that was 63 and 

the average of the score was 85. 

After analyzing the respondentsô pronunciation score, the next step was 

finding the respondents pronunciation classification of score level. It shown in 

table 4.2. 

Table 4.2 The Respondentsô Score Classification 

Name Score Classification 

SAM 87 Excellent 

BCU 87 Excellent 

BSM 63 Good 

HUM 93 Excellent 

MSJ 87 Excellent 
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KA 90 Excellent 

 

Based on table 4.2 it can be described that there are 5 students who have 

score between 81 ï 100. After consulting to the table of score classification, the 

five of students score in pronouncing English closing diphthong /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and 

/Ὁὤ/ are excellent. On the other hand, only one student that hase score between 

61 ï 80. Therefore, the score classification of this student is good. Besides that, 

there is no student who got score under 60. 

The following is the percentage score pronunciation in pronouncing 

diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ made by students English Education Department 

International Class Program batch 2016 in pronouncing diphthongs test. The 

percentage were analyzed by using the following formula : 

E =    x 100% 

In which : 

E  : The percentage of the students achievement in test 

n  : The total score of student of each item 

N  : the total maximum possible score of each item 

From the calculation of the percentage using the formula above, 

produces the percentage of correct pronunciation by students that shown in table 

4.3. 

Table 4.3 The Percentage of Respondentsô Ability 

Diphthongs Percentage (%) 

/eὤ/ 70 
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/aὤ/ 87 

/Ὁὤ/ 100 

 

From table 4.3, it shown that the highest percentage is 100%. It means 

all of the students were able to pronounce diphthongs /Ὁὤ/ correctly. Therefore, 

it can say that diphthong /Ὁὤ/ is the easiest diphthong for the students to 

pronounce. Donal (60: 2016) argued that diphthong /Ὁὤ/ seems no too difficult 

for Indonesian students, because there is similarity in the way of pronouncing 

/Ὁὤ/ sound between Indonesian Language and English. Based on the argument 

from Donal, it is natural that all of students pronounce English diphthong /Ὁὤ/ 

correctly. 

The lowest percentage is 70%, that is diphthong /eὤ/. It means that the 

most difficult closing diphthong which pronounce by students of English 

Education Department International Class Program batch 2016 is diphthongs 

/eὤ/. 

B. Discussion 

The most dominant mispronounced by the students was English closing 

diphthong /eὤ/. To make the analysis detail, the researcher made table containing 

the words of each dominant mispronounced by students in pronouncing English 

closing diphthong /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/. 

1. /eὤ/ 

The incorrect answers of respondents in pronouncing closing 

diphthongs /eὤ/ shown in table 4.4 below: 
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Table 4.4 The Incorrect Answers of Closing Diphthong /eὤ/ test 

Words 

Incorrect 

pronunciation 

Correct 

pronunciation 

Number of 

students 

play /plaὤ/ /pleὤ/ 1 

raise /raὤs/ /reὤs/ 4 

steak /stὤủk/ /steὤk/ 4 

nature /necủr/ /neὤᾣủr/ 1 

paper /pepủr/ /peὤpủr/ 1 

break /brὤk/ /breὤk/ 5 

delay /delaὤ/ /dủ῁leὤ/ 1 

 

Based on table 4.4 it can be described that some students 

pronounced English words that contained closing diphthongs /eὤ/ 

incorrectly. For example is word play. One of students pronounced word 

play as /plaὤ/. However, based on Oxford American Dictionary, the 

correct pronunciation of the word play is /pleὤ/. Another word that 

pronounced incorrectly is word raise some students pronounced this 

word as /raὤs/. Based on online Oxford American Dictionary the correct 

word is /reὤs/. The common incorrect word that pronounced by students 

is word break some students pronounced this word as /brὤk/. Based on 

online Oxford American Dictionary the correct word is /breὤk/. 
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2. /aὤ/ 

The incorrect answers of respondents in pronouncing closing 

diphthongs /aὤ/ shown in table 4.5 below: 

Table 4.5 The Incorrect Answers of Closing Diphthong /aὤ/ test 

Words 

Incorrect 

Pronunciation 

Correct 

pronunciation 

Number of 

Students 

pride /pred/ /praὤd/ 1 

height /heὤt/ /haὤt/ 1 

climb /klem/ /klaὤm/ 1 

eye /eὤ/ /aὤ/ 1 

title /tὤtủl/ /taὤdl/ 1 

ride /rὤd/ /raὤd/ 1 

sign  /sὤn/ /saὤn/ 1 

 

Based on table 4.5 it can be described that some students 

pronounced English words that contained closing diphthongs /eὤ/ 

incorrectly. For example is word climb. There is one student pronounced 

word climb  as /klem/. However, based on online Oxford American 

Dictionary, the correct pronunciation of the word climb is /klaὤm/. 

Another example is word eye. Any student pronouncing word eye as /eὤ/. 

Based on online Oxford American Dictionary the correct word of eye is 
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/aὤ/. As well as word sign. Any students that pronounced word sign as 

/sὤn/. However, based on online  

Oxford American Dictionary the correct pronunciation of word 

sign is /saὤn/. 

3. /Ὁὤ/ 

Based on table 4.3 (page 41) it can be seen that the percentage of  

the level correctness is 100%. It means that all of words that contained 

English closing diphthong /Ὁὤ/ are pronounced correctly by all of 

students. Therefore there is no incorrect words that explained here.  
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CHAPTER V  

CLOSURE 

 

A. Conclusion 

The research is aimed at finding out the studentsô ability in pronouncing 

closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ by Students of English Education 

Department International Class Program IAIN Salatiga batch 2016. 

The result of this research is as follow: 

1.  The studentsô ability in pronouncing closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ 

are ñexcellentò. As shown in description of score table in table 4.1 (page 

39) the average of students ability in pronouncing diphthongs is 85. It 

means that the classification of the student level score is in ñexcellentò 

category that between 81 - 100. 

2. From three of closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ that described in this 

research, there is one diphthong that dominant mispronounced by students. 

The dominant mispronounced of students is diphthong /eὤ/. As shown in 

table 4.3, it can be seen that the percentage of the correctness of closing 

diphthong /eὤ/ is lowest than /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/. Therefore, the dominant 

mispronounced of closing diphthongs /eὤ/, /aὤ/ and /Ὁὤ/ is /eὤ/. 
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B. Suggestion 

Based on the analysis, the researcher would give some suggestions, as 

follows: 

1. The students are pay attention to learning English. Not only remember the 

vocabulary and what the meaning of word but also how to pronounce the 

word. 

2. Not only learning but also practicing. The students can be aware of their 

error pronunciation by practicing their pronunciation to others. They can 

match their pronunciation that they know with what other people say to 

them. 
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THE INSTRUMENT  

Read these words below with correct pronunciation ! 

play rain 

kind eye 

destroy join 

raise break 

flight title 

point oil 

steak delay 

pride life 

noise annoying 

nature afraid 

height ride 

voice  boy 

paper neighbor 

climb sign 

employ choice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

THE WORDS TESTED AND THE KEY ANSWERS 

Words Phonetics Transcription 

play /pleὤ/ 

kind /kaὤnd/ 

destroy /dủ῁strὉὤ/ 

raise /reὤz/ 

flight /flaὤt/ 

point /pὉὤnt/ 

steak /steὤk/ 

pride /praὤd/ 

noise /nὉὤz/ 

nature /῁neὤᾣủr/ 

height /haὤt/ 

voice  /vὉὤs/ 

paper /peὤpủr/ 

climb /klaὤm/ 

employ /ủm῁plὉὤ/ 

rain /reὤn/ 

eye /aὤ/ 

join /ᾠὉὤn/ 

break /breὤk/ 

title /taὤdl/ 

oil /Ὁὤl/ 

delay /dủ῁leὤ/ 

life /laὤf/ 

annoying /ủ῁nὉὤὤǼ/ 

afraid /ủ῁freὤd/ 

ride /raὤd/ 

boy /bὉὤ/ 

neighbor /῁neὤbủr/ 

sign /saὤn/ 

choice /ᾣὉὤs/ 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Respondent 1  

Code : SAM 

Words Phonetics Transcription 

play /pleὤ/ 

kind /kaὤnd/ 

destroy /dủ῁strὉὤ/ 

raise /raὤs/ 

flight /flaὤt/ 

point /pὉὤnt/ 

steak /stὤk/ 

pride /praὤd/ 

noise /nὉὤz/ 

nature /῁neὤᾣủr/ 

height /haὤt/ 

voice  /vὉὤs/ 

paper /peὤpủr/ 

climb /klaὤm/ 

employ /ủm῁plὉὤ/ 

rain /reὤn/ 

eye /aὤ/ 

join /ᾠὉὤn/ 

break /brek/ 

title /taὤdl/ 

oil /Ὁὤl/ 

delay /dủ῁leὤ/ 

life /laὤf/ 

annoying /ủ῁nὉὤὤǼ/ 

afraid /ủ῁freὤd/ 

ride /rὤd/ 

boy /bὉὤ/ 

neighbor /῁neὤbủr/ 

sign /saὤn/ 

choice /ᾣὉὤs/ 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Respondent 2  

Code : BCU 

Words Phonetics Transcription 

play /pleὤ/ 

kind /kaὤnd/ 

destroy /dủ῁strὉὤ/ 

raise /raὤz/ 

flight /flaὤt/ 

point /pὉὤnt/ 

steak /steὤk/ 

pride /praὤd/ 

noise /nὉὤz/ 

nature /῁neὤᾣủr/ 

height /heὤt/ 

voice  /vὉὤs/ 

paper /peὤpủr/ 

climb /klaὤm/ 

employ /ủm῁plὉὤ/ 

rain /reὤn/ 

eye /aὤ/ 

join /ᾠὉὤn/ 

break /brik/ 

title /taὤdl/ 

oil /Ὁὤl/ 

delay /dủ῁leὤ/ 

life /laὤf/ 

annoying /ủ῁nὉὤὤǼ/ 

afraid /ủ῁freὤd/ 

ride /raὤd/ 

boy /bὉὤ/ 

neighbor /῁neὤbủr/ 

sign /sὤn/ 

choice /ᾣὉὤs/ 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Respondent 3 

Code : BSM 

Words Phonetics Transcription 

play /plaὤ/ 

kind /kaὤnd/ 

destroy /dủ῁strὉὤ/ 

raise /raὤz/ 

flight /flaὤt/ 

point /pὉὤnt/ 

steak /stὤk/ 

pride /preὤd/ 

noise /nὉὤz/ 

nature /῁neὤᾣủr/ 

height /haὤt/ 

voice  /vὉὤs/ 

paper /peὤpủr/ 

climb /kleὤm/ 

employ /ủm῁plὉὤ/ 

rain /raὤn/ 

eye /eὤ/ 

join /ᾠὉὤn/ 

break /brὤk/ 

title /tὤdl/ 

oil /Ὁὤl/ 

delay /dủ῁laὤ/ 

life /laὤf/ 

annoying /ủ῁nὉὤὤǼ/ 

afraid /ủ῁fraὤd/ 

ride /raὤd/ 

boy /bὉὤ/ 

neighbor /῁neὤbủr/ 

sign /saὤn/ 

choice /ᾣὉὤs/ 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Respondent 4 

Code : HUM 

Words Phonetics Transcription 

play /pleὤ/ 

kind /kaὤnd/ 

destroy /dủ῁strὉὤ/ 

raise /reὤz/ 

flight /flaὤt/ 

point /pὉὤnt/ 

steak /stὤek/ 

pride /praὤd/ 

noise /nὉὤz/ 

nature /῁neὤᾣủr/ 

height /haὤt/ 

voice  /vὉὤs/ 

paper /peὤpủr/ 

climb /klaὤm/ 

employ /ủm῁plὉὤ/ 

rain /reὤn/ 

eye /aὤ/ 

join /ᾠὉὤn/ 

break /brὤek/ 

title /taὤdl/ 

oil /Ὁὤl/ 

delay /dủ῁leὤ/ 

life /laὤf/ 

annoying /ủ῁nὉὤὤǼ/ 

afraid /ủ῁freὤd/ 

ride /raὤd/ 

boy /bὉὤ/ 

neighbor /῁neὤbủr/ 

sign /saὤn/ 

choice /ᾣὉὤs/ 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Respondent 5 

Code : MSJ 

Words Phonetics Transcription 

play /pleὤ/ 

kind /kaὤnd/ 

destroy /dủ῁strὉὤ/ 

raise /raὤz/ 

flight /flaὤt/ 

point /pὉὤnt/ 

steak /steὤk/ 

pride /praὤd/ 

noise /nὉὤz/ 

nature /῁neᾣủr/ 

height /haὤt/ 

voice  /vὉὤs/ 

paper /pepủr/ 

climb /klaὤm/ 

employ /ủm῁plὉὤ/ 

rain /reὤn/ 

eye /aὤ/ 

join /ᾠὉὤn/ 

break /breὤk/ 

title /taὤdl/ 

oil /Ὁὤl/ 

delay /dủ῁laὤ/ 

life /laὤf/ 

annoying /ủ῁nὉὤὤǼ/ 

afraid /ủ῁freὤd/ 

ride /raὤd/ 

boy /bὉὤ/ 

neighbor /῁neὤbủr/ 

sign /saὤn/ 

choice /ᾣὉὤs/ 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Respondent 6 

Code : KA 

Words Phonetics Transcription 

play /pleὤ/ 

kind /kaὤnd/ 

destroy /dủ῁strὉὤ/ 

raise /reὤz/ 

flight /flaὤt/ 

point /pὉὤnt/ 

steak /stὤk/ 

pride /praὤd/ 

noise /nὉὤz/ 

nature /῁neὤᾣủr/ 

height /haὤt/ 

voice  /vὉὤs/ 

paper /peὤpủr/ 

climb /klaὤm/ 

employ /ủm῁plὉὤ/ 

rain /reὤn/ 

eye /aὤ/ 

join /ᾠὉὤn/ 

break /brὤk/ 

title /taὤdl/ 

oil /Ὁὤl/ 

delay /dủ῁leὤ/ 

life /laὤf/ 

annoying /ủ῁nὉὤὤǼ/ 

afraid /ủ῁freὤd/ 

ride /raὤd/ 

boy /bὉὤ/ 

neighbor /῁neὤbủr/ 

sign /saὤn/ 

choice /ᾣὉὤs/ 
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